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TAGS: BEXP, TS 

SUBJECT: TSS AGRICULTURAL LAND DTOTIUMENT 
REF: USDOC 7252, TUNIS 2874 

1 . IN LIEU OF SECTION ON TUNISIA IN ASST SECY LONG'S SPEECH 
PROPOSED PARA 10 USDOC REFTEL, WE SUGGEST FOLLOWING QUOTE: 

ALTHOUGH I'M TOLD THAT AGRICULTURE NOW CONTRIBUTES DIRECTLY 
LESS THAN 20 PERCENT OF NATIONAL OUTPUT IN TUNISIA, HALF OF 
YOUR POPULATION IS STILL ENGAGED IN AGRICULTURAL PURSUITS. 

THIS UNDERLINES THE IMPORTANCE OF INCREASING AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTIVITY IN ORDER TO MEET THE NEEDS OF TUNISIA'S GROWING 
AND INCREASINGLY PROSPEROUS POPULATION AND OF ITS TOURIST 
SECTOR AS WELL AS TO PROVIDE SOME EXPORT EARNINGS. EXCELLENT 
PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE, PARTICULARLY UNDER THE PRESENT 
FOUR- YEAR PLAN, IN EXTENDING LAND UTILIZATION AND THE 
EFFICIENCY OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, IN PART THROUGH 
BETTER USE OF TECHNOLOGY, MACHINERY, EQUIPMENT, AND IRRI- 
GATION AS WELL AS BY INTRODUCING NEW HIGH-YIELDING WHEAT 
AND RURAL EXTENSION SERVICES. WE ARE PROUD THAT THE 
US HAS PARTICIPATED IN THIS EFFORT. WE BELIEVE THAT WE 
HAVE TECHNOLOGICAL LEADERSHIP IN SOME AREAS OF AGRICULTURE 
AND AGRIBUSINESS WHICH ARE INCREASINGLY RELEVANT TO YOU AS 
YOU SEEK TO FURTHER INCREASE YIELDS WHILE AT THE SAME TIME 
EXPANDING EMPLOYMENT OUTSIDE THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR. 
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TUNISIA NECESSITATES MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY IN ITS UTILIZATION. 

THE US IS ANXIOUS TO SHARE ITS TECHNOLOGY WITH YOU THROUGH 
INCREASED TRADE AND INVESTMENT. AS IT IS, WE ARE BUYING SIGNIFICANT 
QUANTITIES 

OF TUNISIAN PETROLEUM AND STEEL 
BARS AS WELL AS OLIVE OIL. WINE AND 
HANDICRAFTS. UNQUOTE. 

2. RE SEMINAR SCHEDULE: DUE TYPE PRESENTATION AND FOR 
CONTINUITY, HAVE INTERCHANGED FMC AND AMOCO IN SCHEDULE 
PROPOSED TUNIS REFTEL. 
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